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probably were the Dravidians of the time. The Kannada
Dravidians, who built up a civilisation of their own before
the advent of the Aryans, fall into two groups ; (i) those
that were pastoral and agricultural and laid themselves
open to the Aryanising influences like the Xadavar and the
Bantas, the Kuruba and the Okkaliga and thus became
Ksatriyas i.e. the warriors and the ruling princes of later
times; (2) those like the Badaga, Kota and perhaps Toda,
who remained mostly aloof from the Aryan impact and
lived a life of their own in narrow grooves. These latter
speak a dialect of Kannada even now and it would be highly
instructive to make an exhaustive study of their life,
manners and language, so that one could get a glimpse of
the culture of the earliest Kannadas.

CHAPTER IV
When and in what manner did the Aryo-Dravidian
contact take place and exert a formative influence on the
Kannada people? Again, what is the contribution of
ancient Karnataka and Indian culture to each other ? We
have, shown how the Kannada people might have evolved
into a separate entity during the epic period. The first
Aryan settlements, with which the early Kannadas came in
contact, probably find mention in the Ramayana. The
sage Agastya, who is described in the epics and the Puranas
as the first Aryan to cross the Vindhya ranges and colonise
in the South, might have been among the earliest of the
Aryan Brahmins who are referred to in the Ramayana as